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Tha Honorable Rogers C, B, Morton
The Secretary of tha Intarior

Dear Mr., 8ecretary:

"

This is in reply to the July 17, 1973 letter frow tha Deputy
Assistant Secretary of the Xnterlor (EBP-RG), forwarding the pro-
test of Commonwealth Electric Company against sward to any othor -
fira under the Bonneville Power Administration's invitstion for -
bids No, 3411, along with your Department's recommendation theraom, o
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1 ‘Tha 1B was for the clearing and conotriction of electric .
transaission lines known as the Carlton-Tillawook Line Ne, 1, The
bid vacoived frum Commonviealth Elactric in the total smount of
$1,703,700, wvas iow, Howsver, a detailed chack of the mathematical
cosputations involved with the 105 lino itoms revealed m discrepancy
with respect to item number 98, which callnd for approximately ;
1,340,000 pounds of ateol. Commonwealth's bid indicated a uait price ’
of 24 cente and a total lina item price of $308,200. The contracting
officer, treating the unit prica as controlling because the quantities ~
epecified in tha bid achedula were only approximations uand contract '
paysentd ware to be hased on unit prices for wvork actually performad, /.
cvaluated line item 98 as $321,600, which changod the total bid o
price from $1,703,700, to $1,717,100. Another bidder, Pettijohn & A
Enginsering Company, Incorporated, bid $1,710,408, and the con~ " x
tracting oificer plans to make swvard to that company. .

Covmonwealth, in 4¢e protest, claims that it made au error in Nt
the unit price for itea 98 (which 1t claims should have Saen 23 cents), ‘..
not in the total line item prica or in the total bid price, and it has
submisted its working papers and a lettar of axplanation to show that
tlia linn item price of $303,200 waa the intended bid,
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The general rule is that corraction of an arrorsous bid will \
8ot be permitted if the corraction would displace suother bidder cs 0,
the successful bidder, unless the errsr is obvious and the intended A
b4 prica can be ascartained frca the bid itself. 50 Comp, Cen. 497 N
(1971). Here it 1a obviouz that an error was made, but it 1s not !
avident from the bid subnitted by Commonwerlth 1if the error was in .
the wit prize or ia tha lina ifiem price, Thersfora, correction df
thy bid would confar upon Commoaweslth an vafair competitive advantage,
siace 1t would ba able to decide aftear bid opering whathcr or not to U
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eluim that tha lower b1id wes actually intended, Accordingly, the
working papevs subuitted by Cowmunwealth may nrot be consideved, tha
bid may not ba corractad and ths protast must be denied., 49 Cowp,

Gen, 12 (1969); 39 Cowp, Cen, 497, mupra.

Ths file furnivhad with the Deputy Anl-tml: S&cuury'l
latter is raturmed harevith, ,

fincarely yoir.», -

PAUL G. DEMI'LING

_..l'or the Comptroller Gunersl
’ nf the United States
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